The role of the pediatrician in identifying and treating dental caries.
Although dental caries has been reduced greatly in the last two generations, this infectious disease persists. The pediatrician can play a direct and indirect role in preventing dental caries. The pediatrician can provide counseling on feeding practices to prevent baby bottle tooth decay as well as identify children at risk. Dental caries of the grooves of molar teeth now accounts for dental caries in more children than any other form of caries. Dental sealants are recommended to coat the grooves and prevent dental caries. Restoration of decayed teeth is the most direct means of treating dental caries.